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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT - HINZ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 16 OCTOBER 2008

ROTORUA CONVENTION CENTRE

This has again been a very busy year for HINZ. We have been actively working towards our strategic goals that were defined in the strategic and business plans last year and have made significant progress.
The executive have supported the organisation with wide ranging views that are representative of health informatics professionals found throughout the New Zealand health sector. The ex-officio representation of organisations such as the Health IT Cluster and the National DHB CIO Forum, PHO, and DHBNZ representation has provided for an increasingly collaborative environment. We continue to have significant support from all areas of the health sector. The view of HINZ as a non-partisan organisation that can bring together the sometimes fragmented groups within sub-specialties of Health Informatics is valuable and needs to be actively protected by the executive.
The executive has recognised the need to utilise funds in the HINZ accounts to support members and Health Informatics as a professional field in New Zealand. To this end educational awards are proposed and under discussion. 

This year’s conference is again being held in Rotorua in an attempt to ‘bring HINZ to the provinces’. This has proved very successful, with more than 370 delegates attending. Early marketing has assisted with increasing delegate numbers, along with the ever improving reputation of the HINZ Conference as the leading health informatics conference in New Zealand. The theme of this year’s conference is “Improving and Exploiting our Health Information”. The quality and range of keynote speakers reflects the dedication of the Scientific Programme Committee. We were very pleased to secure time from the Minister of Health to open the conference, and that the Minister utilised this opportunity to announce the new HISAC Committee.
HINZ continues to deliver valuable seminars on a quarterly basis. This year’s theme has concentrated on Electronic Health Records and has been of great interest to attendees.

HINZ has now embedded the Journal - Health Care & Informatics Review Online (HCIRO) as its own publication. HCIRO is the only forum for peer reviewed publication specifically for Informatics papers, outside of the HINZ Conference proceedings. The journal will provide HINZ with a vehicle to support its seminars and conferences by providing presenters with the opportunity to formally publish. Further, the journal supports the increasing consolidation of HINZ as the leading representative organisation for health informatics. The journal has the ongoing support of a board consisting of leading academics providing high quality peer review. The sponsorship issues have been resolved through the assistance of Dave Parry at AUT, our Editor-in-Chief, who has been able to provide us with student support to edit the journal.
HINZ now has a new website, with the aim of providing better access to information and participation of our members through a more user-friendly, modern format.

The executive has reviewed the strategic plan and subsequently developed the business plan for the 2008-2009 period to ensure HINZ continues to meet the needs of its members and increase membership to a wider range of people. To this end, the annual face to face strategic meeting was held on the day prior to the 2008 conference. Much of the business plan has been retained as still being relevant areas of focus, with more active emphasis on working collaboratively with various other sector groups.
