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Congress Overview

The 10th International Congress on Nursing Informatics was held in Helsinki, Finland.  This congress was hosted by the Finnish Nurses Association and the International Medical Informatics Association – Nursing Informatics (IMIA-NI).  Tutorials were conducted on 26 and 27 June 2009 with the main congress opening on 28 June 2009 and concluding on 1 July 2009.  
The theme of the 10th NI Congress was “Nursing Informatics – Connecting Health and Humans” in support of nursing informatics practice, research, management and education.  The major focuses were around:

· Individualized Care with Interoperable Information Systems
· Improvement in Health Care Governance

· Innovative Education Transforming Future Health Care
· Increasing Nursing Knowledge through Data Warehouses
The congress was attended by more than 550 participants from 39 countries.  The New Zealand contingent consisted of five people this year.  
The scientific programme consisted of over 250 presentations which included 6 keynote speeches, 6 tutorials, 130 paper presentations, 9 scientific demonstrations, 8 workshops, 12 panel sessions and 116 posters, of which 11 were part of the graduate student poster competition.  There were only 9 exhibitors as the economic recession had unfortunately resulted in a number of exhibitors withdrawing from the conference.
One of the highlights for many was the opportunity to participate in site visits to ORTON Orthopaedic hospital and the long term hospital Koskela in Helsinki.  The visits included presentations of the hospital and the Health Information Systems as well as the electronic patient record systems (EPRS).
With so many international people present, there was the opportunity for many other meetings to be held in conjunction with the main NI2009 congress.
IMIA-NI General Assembly Meeting

One of the reasons for my attendance in Helsinki, was as the New Zealand representative to the General Assembly of the International Medical Informatics Association - Nursing Informatics (IMIA-NI).  The main IMIA-NI meeting was held on 28 June 2009.  There are currently 33 IMIA-NI country representatives but there are a number of other countries who are still observing members as they do not have an IMIA representative.  There are current 86 nations in IMIA (53 full members and 33 corresponding members).  One of the activities in the next three years will be to encourage the IMIA-NI members from those nations who do not currently have representation.
In 2006 the IMIA-NI by-laws were amended to allow the executive committee to have a chairperson position and four the vice chair positions.  By removing the clause of succession through secretary, vice chairperson to chairperson, any of the vice chairpersons may be appointed to chairperson in the future.  During the meeting the election of vice chairs was held the following people were elected to the various portfolios: 
· William Goossen (The Netherlands) - Working Parties
· Hyeoun-Ae Park (Korea) – Membership

· Patrick Weber (Switzerland) – Communications

· Lucy Westbrooke (New Zealand) – Administration and Finance

At the end of the meeting the current chairperson Robyn Carr (New Zealand) was farewelled and Heimar Marin (Brazil) was inaugurated into the chairperson position.
The meeting included reports from the activities of the various working groups The Education working group has been working on an international certification for nursing informaticians.  Michelle Honey from University of Auckland is the current co-chair of that committee.  The standards working group reported that work is underway lead by Anne Casey to review the reference terminology models and how standards and terminology are to be implemented in systems.  The consumer health informatics working party have been reviewing examples of patient portals and looking at development of standards for public engagement and how to involve consumers.

A working party is looking at the impacts of the decision by IMIA to host the MedInfo conference biennially.  The next IMIA-NI conference is in 2012 and over the next year a decision will need to be made as
Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony began with welcome speeches from Anneli Ensio, Chairperson of the NI2009 congress, Robyn Carr, Chairperson of IMIA-NI, Kaija Saranto, Chairperson of the NI2009 Scientific Programme committee and Katriina Laaksonen, President of the Finnish Nurses Association.  Katrina also spoke on behalf of the Minister for Social Affairs who was absence due to ill health.  The conference was entertained by a music performance from the Sibelius Academy.

Keynote Addresses

Six keynote addresses were given by speakers from a range of countries.  
The first keynote speech was given by Reinhold Haux, President of IMIA.  This presentation was entitled “Sensor-enhanced health information systems for ambient assisted living: new opportunities for nursing informatics”.

The second key note speech was given by David Bates from the USA entitled “Improving patient safety using IT”.
The third keynote speaker Charles Freidman from the USA stepped in at short notice as Leena Peltonen-Palotie from Finland will ill.  Charles soke on “eHealth Intitatives in the USA”

The fourth keynote by Helena Leino-Kilpi from Finland spoke on “Ethics and Nursing Informatics – a multilevel perspective.
The fifth speaker was Evelyn Hovenga from Australia who gave a presentation on the “Milestones of IMIA-NI History and the Future Directions”
The final speaker was Jacob Hofdijk from The Netherlands with a entertaining presentation on “The health care delivery revolution is about to Start – Take your chances!”
Concurrent Activities during NI2009
Although there were many concurrent sessions that were of interest the choice for me was limited by a number of commitments.
During the congress Diane Skiba from Utah, USA, co-ordinated the judging of paper and posters submitted by graduate students
NI2009 brings informatics nurses together from around the global so with the presence of so many at one venue it was the ideal opportunity get the contributors to the next edition of “Nursing and Informatics for the 21st Century”.  The editors of this text are Charlotte Weaver, Connie Delaney, Patrick Weber and Robyn Carr and they are currently reviewing the final chapters of the text which is due for publication in early 2010.

American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) also hosted a function that I was invited to.  AMIA in conjunction with the other informatics organisations in the Americas will be hosting NI2012 in Montreal Canada.
Conclusion

This programme was a fully packed one and there were many worthwhile concurrent presentations.  The congress proceedings are available for review.  A copy of the content can be found at N:\GROUPS\INFOSYS\COMMON\Conference Reports\NI2009.
The NI2009 congress brought together nursing and health informaticians from around the global.  This congress is currently a triennial event but many of us also attend the intervening congresses of MedInfo and Medical Informatics Europe.  This gives us an opportunity to meet and exchange ideas regularly and develop contacts and friendship.  New Zealand is recognised for the progress it makes in health informatics and although a small geographically isolated country, it is up there with the leaders.  One of our advantages is our size and that we work as a nation led by national strategies.  A number of the presentations over the four days made reference to New Zealand.
