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The theme of the conference was: 

Nursing Informatics – Connecting Health and Humans, emphasizing the role of nursing and nurses, as well as the role of consumers in health information management. 
There were five hundred and fifty attendees at this international conference. They came from a wide variety of countries – some expert in nursing informatics like the USA where they have been involved in this mode of delivery for over twenty years.  Others just taking their first steps. The countries represented were  Germany,  Finland, USA, Australia, Netherlands, UK, Sweden, Norway, Japan, Israel, Taiwan, Brazil, Greece, Netherlands  and New Zealand. There were five representatives from N.Z. 

Attendees at the conference came from areas such as: 

The International Medical Informatics Association

The European Federation of Medical Informatics 

Nurses Informaticians 

Nurses interested and involved in nursing informatics. 

Nurse educators teaching in the area of Nursing Informatics. 

The major themes were: 

1. Clinical Workforce and Human Interface

2. Patient Safety
3. Consumer Health Informatics and Personal Health Records
4. Evidence Based Practice and Decision Support
5. Health Information Technology
6. National ehealth initiatives across the Globe
7. Patient Preferences and Quality of Care
8. Strategies and Methods of HIT Training
9. Technology, Standards and NMDSs. 
Examples from the Consumer Health Informatics  theme included: 

1. Cancer patients’ questions and concerns expressed in an online nurse delivered mail service: Preliminary results.  
This qualitative content analysis study identified that patients have many unanswered questions and concerns about their disease and treatment of it. A nurse service delivered online can to a great extent meet patient’s need for advice and information and thus be an important health care supplement that can improve quality of care. 

2. An electronic portal to support using information to improve healthcare. The Scottish government supports a culture of knowledge management and organisational learning for nurses, midwives and allied health professionals. To help facilitate this, a portal has been developed to enable sharing of international and national good practice information use.  The portal provides short stories of how information has been used to improve healthcare or services via text, sound bites or video, with links to resources and people connected with these examples. 

3. Australian Nursing Informatics Competency project. 

This study of over 4000 Australian nurses highlighted that nurses recognise benefits to adopting more information technology in the workplace although there are significant barriers to its use. It also identified gross deficits in the capacity of the nursing workforce to engage in the digital processing of information. Recommendations were then identified. 
Other presentations offered ideas on how myspace, twitter, blogs  wikis, facebook, podcasts could all be used effectively to deliver health information or education or provide support to consumers.  One website which was mentioned,which describes Atavars is:  www. Secondlife. Educators would find this website of interest. 

Patricia Flateley Brennan is the national program director at Project Health Design – website: www.projecthealthdesign.org. Her presentation outlined some of the ground breaking work being carried out there. 
While at the conference, an international group, consisting of a representative  from Germany, Norway, Sweden, UK, Scotland and New Zealand was formed. Headed by Heather Strachan of Scotland, this group is to work on the development of a personal health record which could be used internationally. Technology, such as SKYPE will be used to aid communication.  (Denise Irvine was invited to be the New Zealand rep) 
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