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NI’2009 is the triennial conference of the International Medical Informatics Association Nursing Informatics Special Interest Group (IMIA-NI).  This major nursing informatics event attracted more than 500 attendees representing 39 countries.  More than 400 submissions were received, which all went through double blind peer review, using a team of 80 reviewers, to create a very full three day programme of 130 papers, 120 posters, in addition to keynote speakers, workshops, scientific demonstrations and panel sessions.  

Themes noted during the conference include:
· Personal Health Records dominated over EHR (Electronic Health Record) and EMR (Electronic Medical Record) with a focus on consumer empowerment and autonomy, both in terms of their health self management and control over who accesses their health information. 

· Web 2.0 developments for both nursing education and for health care.  Examples of wikis, blogs and Second Life use in nursing education were highlighted, and for health care examples were the use of web sites, wikis and face book and twitter to provide patient support. 

· Workforce issues were discussed in terms of nursing shortages (mention of robots to undertake some nursing tasks), aging workforce (identified need for information literacy education), need for further workforce development (nursing informatics competencies) and the various opportunities for information systems (IS) to meet these challenges. However, acknowledgement was also made of the need for any IS developments to consider processes and workflow. 

· Patient safety and the need for quality processes were often discussed.  The role of health information technology was seen to be to improve quality care and also reduce costs and wastage associated with errors and adverse events. 

· Community based health initiatives were discussed alongside the expected hospital based studies and innovations.  Examples included telehealth trials in Taiwan and southern Brazil; District Nurses using PDA’s in Sweden and self-management tools being integrated into an e-health record (USA). 
New Zealand was well represented by five nurses – Robyn Carr, as the outgoing World Chair of IMIA-NI; Lucy Westbrooke, the NZ representative on IMIA-NI Executive; Helen Mackenzie, who gave a paper on a text messaging trial in Family Planning Clinics; Denise Irvine, with an interest in consumer informatics who was invited to join an international initiative; and Michelle Honey, who contributed to a workshop on the International HIT study with nurses in acute care and a paper on “Initiatives to support the emergence of nursing informatics”. 

The proceedings were supplied by CD-ROM, and items of interest can be made available. 






























